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Next meeting:  October 18, 2007 
6:30pm Social -- 7:00pm Dinner --  No Formal Program 

At the Public Beach, Center of the Island 
 

Hosts: Civic Club Board – Cook-out 
Please bring a side dish to share 

 
October Meeting Plans 

          
This month’s meeting will be our 
traditional cook-out on the public 
beach.  The Civic Club is supplying 
hamburgers and hotdogs – come 
early to help cook!  We’ll also have 
buns and condiments.   Please bring 
a side dish that will go with the cook-
out, and a couple of folding chairs 
might be just the ticket, too.   
 
We’ll congregate at the end of the 
boardwalk that leads to the 
beachfront shelters, and there are 
picnic tables under the shelters, too. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 

November Meeting Plans  
 

On November 15, we will hold a joint 
meeting with the Apalachicola 
Riverkeeper group.  We will also 
elect our new officers and board for 
2008, so mark your calendars to 
attend.  The meeting will be at the 
Fire Station, covered dish as usual.  

Summary of the 
September Meeting 

 

 
 
Sixty people attended our 
meeting on September 16.  Our 
guest speaker was Dean K. Jue, 
of Tallahassee.  He works with 
the Florida Resources and 
Environmental Analysis Center 
at Florida State University.  He 
was accompanied by his wife, 
Sally. 
 
Dean gave a very enlightening 
talk on butterflies.  He reported 
that more than 15,000 types of 
butterflies inhabit our world.   
 
Butterflies can be distinguished 
from their much more numerous 
cousins, moths, by looking at the 
wings.  The fore and hind wings 
of butterflies are not connected, 
but in moths they are connected.  
Also, moths can fold their wings  

Oyster Spat  
 
Our booth at the Oyster Spat last 
weekend did well.  We served 
barbeque pulled pork sandwiches 
both Saturday and Sunday, and 
had a good turn-out.   
 
Harry A’s helped with the food, 
and Steve Harris headed the effort 
on the booth.  Great job! 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Steve Harris 
 
The Spat was well attended, and 
the locals put on a nice show with 
a 5K race, oyster boat tours by the 
Seafood Workers Association, kids 
activities by one of the local 
churches, and lots of great food.   
 
Our local Humane Society, the 
Boy Scouts, and the Lighthouse 
Association all reported a great 
weekend of fund-raising at the 
Oyster Spat.  The goal of bringing 
visitors to our area during the non-
peak season was definitely met!  
 



Other Community News 
 
On October 3, the CEO of Weems 
Hospital, board members of the 
hospital, and county commissioners 
met with citizens at the Fire Station to 
answer questions and get input on 
the proposed one cent sales tax for 
health care in Franklin County set for 
a vote in November.  The local press 
was also in attendance, and a lively 
discussion ensued.  For details on 
the health care tax and the proposed 
use of the tax, see 
www.weemsmemorial.com. 
 
Representing the United Way, Joe 
Taylor of Apalachicola spoke at our 
last meeting, and recruited Celeste 
Wall to be our local representative for 
the United Way.   
 
County Commissioner Russell 
Crofton reported at our last meeting 
that the county is waiting for a 
Department of Environmental 
Protection permit before construction 
can begin on the new boat ramp for 
St. George Island.  He also said that 
the the Department of Transportation 
has frozen the funds intended to 
extend the island bike path to the 
State Park, a move which he hopes 
is temporary.  He is working on this 
issue on our behalf. 
 
 

. Looking Forward 
 
On November 15, 2007, we will hold 
a joint meeting with the Apalachicola 
River Keepers.  New officers and 
board will be nominated and a vote 
will be taken. 
 
Our December meeting is on the 31st 
– we’ll ring in 2008 together with a 
bonfire on the beach, DJ and 
dancing!  Officers and board 
members will be inducted.  
 
 
Thanks to Boardwalk Realty of Northwest 

Florida, Inc., for production of this 
newsletter 
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over their bodies, hiding them,  
while butterflies fold their wings 
straight up. 
 
The fact that butterflies fly during 
the day makes watching them 
an excellent pastime, particularly 
this time of the year.  According 
to Dean, those of us living in the 
Panhandle, are especially lucky 
- we have not only a large 
number of native butterflies, but 
are on the northern limit of 
southern species range and the 
southern limit of the northern 
species range, and so have 
even more variety.   
 
Dean told us that we also are on 
one of the migratory pathways 
for the Monarch butterfly on its 
2,400-mile trip from Canada to 
Mexico and back.  Other 
pathways take the butterflies to 
southern Florida and, out west, 
some go to California.  No single 
butterfly makes the entire trip.  
Multiple generations are 
involved, both ways.  The 
Monarch’s 2,400-mile migration 
is the longest among butterflies. 
 

 
 
Finally, Dean talked about the 
scientific study of butterflies.  
Researchers mark butterflies 
with small tags on the underside 
of the wings, to study their 
migratory routes and habitats.   
It is still rare, however, to 
recover tagged butterflies.  Most 
are never found. 
 
You can contact Dean Jue via 
the website www.freac.fsu.edu. 
 

Seafood Festival 
 
The Florida Seafood  Festival is 
right around the corner, the first  
weekend in November, and the 
Civic Club will have a booth selling 
apple dumplings.  Mason Bean is 
heading this effort, so please 
contact Mason if you would like to 
lend a hand, at 653-6734. 
 

Happening Soon 
 
October 12-13:   Dixie Does 
Nashville with songwriters in the 
round at the historic Dixie Theater 
in downtown Apalachicola.  See 
www.dixiedoesnashville.com  for 
details. 
 
October 20:   2nd Annual River 
Expo to be held in downtown 
Apalachicola. This educational, 
fund-raising, and river-based 
festival will be held at Veteran's 
Park and will feature eco-tours on 
lower Apalachicola River.  See 
www.apalachicolariverkeeper.org 
for more information. 
 
October 20:   3rd Annual "Blues in 
the Lot," Blues bands, musical 
instruments raffle, food and drinks.  
A portion of the proceeds will go to 
the Franklin County Humane 
Society.  Call (850) 653-3550 for 
tickets.  
 
October 24:   Stargazing at St. 
George Island State Park w/ Alan 
Knothe.  Learn about 
constellations, planets and other 
amazing facts, and search the 
night skies. Contact Alan at 
alan.knothe@dep.state.fl.us or 
850-653-8063. 
 
November 2-3:  44th Annual 
Florida Seafood Festival, the 
oldest seafood festival in the state.  
Features quality entertainment and 
maritime crafts paying tribute to 
the Apalachicola Bay's commercial 
fishermen. For more info see 
www.floridaseafoodfestival.com. 
 



 


